
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
4th SUNDAY IN THE ORDINARY TIME 

“Admire Jesus And Be Amazed With His Good Works” 

(Luke 4,21-30) 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

   There are two reactions in today’s gospel. First is admiration. Jesus proclaimed His 

mission statement. This is what Jesus will do for us. He came to fulfill the prophecy of 

prophet Isaiah which can be found in chapter 61 verses 1to 2. What was the reaction? It 

is said that, “all spoke highly of him and were amazed” (v22). So there was admiration. There 

was acceptance. All believe in Him. Why? It is because the Spirit of the Lord is upon Jesus 

(cfr. Luke 4, 18). It is because the Holy Spirit acts on Him. In the Acts of the Apostles, we 

read that God “anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power”  (10,38). 

   Now, when we are in a situation to retaliate or to ridicule those who did wrong to us, 

let us pause and pray first to the Holy Spirit in order to pacify and purify our emotions. 

When we are in a situation to be frustrated or to fail with our projects, let us then call on 

the Holy Spirit to inspire us and to lift up our hearts. When we are in a situation that we 

are tempted to withdraw or to withhold something from those who are needing our help 

and assistance, let us then pray to the Holy Spirit to make us compassionate and caring 

with those people. Let us always take recourse and remember the Holy Spirit in every 

action and decision we take. 

   Second is rejection. There were those who became doubtful of Jesus. There were those 

who questioned His motive and His background. They asked, “isn’t this the son of Joseph?”  

(v22). They cannot take the words of Jesus. Why? It is because He is one of them. It is 

because He grew up with them. Jesus was too familiar to them. He was too ordinary for 

them. They cannot accept that one of them knew more of the Scripture and would be the 

fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah. Much more His people of Nazareth (v16) cannot 

accept that the lowly and marginalized can enter the kingdom of God. They cannot 

believed that the poor and powerless, the oppressed and the outcaste, the least and the 

lost will be favored and acceptable to the Lord. Thus, they rejected Jesus, His words and 

“rose up and drove him out of the town” (v29). 

 

 



 
 

 

Challenges: 

  

1. Do we take people as less acceptable or credible if his background is known to us? 

Do we focus on the past of the persons rather than on their present potentials? 

2.  Do we pay attention on the message or to the social condition of the messenger? 
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